
OTHS Students, Parents, and Guardians: 
 
I hope all is going well as we continue through this unusual school year.  Please read through 
the entirety of this email as there is much information being provided. 
 
BLENDED/REMOTE LEARNING 
 
Blended learning will resume next week.   

 All students will be remote on Mondays of each week. 
 Students who selected blended instruction on the survey will attend classes at the OTHS 

campuses Tuesdays-Fridays each week. 
 Students who selected remote instruction on the survey will attend classes virtually all 

days. 
 STUDENTS SHOULD ADHERE TO THEIR CHOSEN SCHEDULE.   It is disruptive to a 

teacher’s educational planning for students to alter their in-person attendance at 
random.  We ask parents for their partnership in supporting their students’ in person 
attendance. 

 
It is important to note that approximately 40% of our families opted for 100% remote instruction.  
Parents/Guardians should note that because 60% of our students are scheduled to attend in-
person, social distancing of 6 feet in every classroom may not be possible.  In alignment with 
the guidance received from the Illinois State Board of Education, OTHS will strive to maintain 6 
feet of social distance between persons in the building to the extent possible.   
 
Please note the important reminders below for those students who will be attending in-person 
instruction.  A FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) document with additional details is available 
on the district web site (www.oths.us) for your reference.  It is important that all review the FAQ 
document to be fully informed regarding blended/in-person learning moving forward. 

 Masks must be worn.  Substitute face coverings such as gaiters or bandanas will not be 
allowed (FAQ 2.2).  There is evidence to support double masking can further prevent 
spread of the virus and may provide an additional protective measure.   

 Students must bring their electronic devices to school with them (FAQ 1.11).   Devices 
should be fully charged and ready to use.  Students should also bring their charging 
cables.  The district is not able to provide devices to students who forget them and 
is not able to provide charging cables to students for their devices.  

 Parents/Guardians must certify the health status of their student(s) each day.  Students 
will not be allowed to board the school bus without a parent or guardian completing the 
health certification process (FAQ 2.1).  Health certifications can be completed by 
parents/guardians online through Skyward, or by using the health certification form 
attached {form}.  Please see the tutorial to complete health certifications online 
through Skyward at https://www.oths.us/Page/8026. 

 Attendance will be taken for in-person and remote learners (FAQ 1.24) Students should 
adhere to their in-person schedules to the greatest extent possible. 

 Parking passes will not be required for the remainder of second semester (FAQ 
3.5).  Students will be required to park in the student parking lots in authorized 
spaces that are not reserved for faculty, handicapped, visitors and others as 
specified. 

 Meals will be available to students both in remote and in-person learning (FAQ 3.3). 



 Parents/Guardians are encouraged to log in to their student’s Skyward account to check 
their student’s attendance, grades, etc. 
https://skyward.oths.k12.il.us/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsEAplus/seplog01.w.  
Students that are absent from Remote and In-Person learning will be marked “Absent” in 
Skyward.  Students that log on as a Remote Learner will be marked “Remote Learning” 
in Skyward.  Parents/Guardians should contact the Attendance Office if their student will 
not be attending class in their designated manner.  In other words, if students are absent 
from their remote learning schedule, parents should contact the Attendance Office. 
Likewise, if students are scheduled to attend in-person, but are not attending in-person, 
parents should contact the Attendance Office (even if the student attends remotely). 
Students who are expected to be in-person learning but are consistently logging 
in remotely, may be permanently switched to 100% remote learning by the 
district.  

To continue our efforts regarding mental/emotional health, OTHS has implemented a new 
process for scheduling social work services.  Students may schedule an appointment with a 
social worker by simply using their cell phone to scan the QR code on the attached 
document. (Social Work QR Codes) or through the social worker page on the OTHS web 
site.  The document with QR codes will be displayed throughout both campuses.  

As shared previously, the goal of our Return to Learn Framework is to provide the highest 
quality of academic instruction and extracurricular opportunities during the COVID-19 
pandemic, while prioritizing the safety, mental health, and physical health of our students 
and employees.  We all have a responsibility to do all that we can to endure the safety of the 
OTHS community. 

Again, I ask parents and students to be patient during the transition.  Blended learning with 
an expected 60% daily student attendance will likely be different from the blended learning 
model used first semester that resulted in approximately 35% daily attendance.  As with 
anything new, there may be some glitches to be worked through, and some adjustments 
required as we get underway.  We must be mindful that this is still a new way of teaching 
and learning, and education will be delivered under an environment with masks, technology, 
and needed safety protocols.  Mutual patience and grace will be very important as we work 
through this transition.  We have amazing students and educators at OTHS.  We must work 
together in a positive manner as we create, and eventually master, the blended learning 
experience for both the remote and in-person learners. 

 


